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1898 


January 3, 1898 
“Note” The Bible Echo 13, 1, p. 8. 


ATJ 


OF Charles A. Dana, who was the maker of the New YorkSun, and 
who died lately, it is said that “ne never had an idle day since he left 
college.” This was not because he was against his will deprived of 
idle days, but because he did not want any such days. He would 
rather be busy than to be idle. And yet he lived to the age of more 
than seventy-eight years. It is all nonsense about work’s shortening 
life. Idleness will shorten life far more than will steady, busy work. 
Any Christian would rather work than to be idle. The Christian so 
loves work that he will work for nothing rather than to do nothing. 
And whoever would work for nothing rather than to do nothing, will 
never need to work for nothing.—A. T. Jones.BEST January 3, 
1898, page 8.1 





January 10, 1898 
“We Must Be Before We Can Do” The Bible Echo 13, 2, p. 11. 


ATJ 


IT is not what is outside of us, but what is inside, that makes us 
Christians and keeps us so.BEST January 10, 1898, page 11.1 


If you think you could be a better Christian if they were better 
brethren and sisters in the church, you greatly mistake. It is just the 
other way; if you were a better Christian, you would find better 
brethren and sisters in the church.BEST January 10, 1898, page 
11.2 


If you think you could do better if only you had better neighbours, 
you greatly mistake. The truth is that if you would do better, you 
would have better neighbours. And if you were a better Christian, 
you would do better. You must be better before you can do 
better. BEST January 10, 1898, page 11.3 


Christianity does not come from ourselves, nor from anybody nor 
anything that is around us. It comes down straight from heaven to 
every soul who will receive it. And having its source in heaven, it is 
not, and cannot be, affected by anything that is of earth.BEST 
January 10, 1898, page 11.4 


Thus the Christian has joy in sorrow, peace in perplexity, riches in 
poverty, society in loneliness, and friendship among strangers and 
even enemies.BEST January 10, 1898, page 11.5 


A. T. JONES. 





February 14, 1898 


“Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit” The Bible Echo 13, 7, p. 49. 


ATJ 


THE time to favour Zion, yea, the time, is come. This is the truth to- 
day. The time has come to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is freely given, and is now waiting to be 
received.BEST February 14, 1898, page 49.1 


Correspondence from all over the work plainly reveals that God is 
moving upon the minds of His people to seek, and pray, and 
believe, for the Holy Spirit. This can be only of the Spirit Himself He 
Himself is creating a longing, a hungering and thirsting, for the Holy 
Spirit, which He alone can satisfy with His fulness. He leads in a 
way to show that a certain thing is the one thing to do, and that it 
must be done at once. And when the step is taken, light in, blessing 
an | progress attend it. And we can only say, “Lead thou me 
on.”BEST February 14, 1898, page 49.2 


For twenty-three years | have been studying the Bible, and must 
say that to me that book never said so much about the Holy Spirit 
as it does now. It seems now that most precious teaching with 
reference to the Spirit of God stands out everywhere. The word is 
freighted with it. And all this wealth of instruction only creates a 
longing for more of that blessed Spirit, and more of His gracious 
and gentle teaching. BEST February 14, 1898, page 49.3 


The Holy Spirit has come. He is given. He “awaits our demand and 
reception,” and “brings all other blessings in His train.” Joy, joy, to 
every soul! Let us be glad, and rejoice, and give honour to 
Him.BEST February 14, 1898, page 49.4 


A. T. JONES. 





February 21, 1898 


“That Broken Heart” The Bible Echo 13, 8, pp. 57, 58. 


ATJ 


JESUS died of a broken heart.Psalm 69:20. This is intensely 
significant. BEST February 21, 1898, page 57.1 


It was the ingratitude and the reproach of those for whom he 
endured the cruel suffering of the cross, that broke his heart.BEST 
February 21, 1898, page 57.2 


And when, in that great and awful day that is to come, all those who 
hold to ingratitude or reproach see what they have really done, and 
what they have lost, reproach will also break their hearts—though 
with them it will be se/f-reproach. Who can bear it! O then please do 
not any longer be ungrateful or reproachful in the presence of the 
cross of Christ. BEST February 21, 1898, page 57.3 


A deeper truth than this is that it would be the same with those 
persons if they were in heaven itself instead of in hell. To them 
heaven would be the same as hell; for it will not be what is outside 
of them, but what is inside, that will hurt. BEST February 21, 1898, 
page 58.1 


And a yet deeper truth is that even though their ingratitude and 
reproach did not return upon them, and they were placed in heaven, 
yet they would die of a broken heart. For to take these persons, 
wholly unacquainted with true and lasting joy, and place them in the 
transcendent and eternal bliss of heaven, with the assurance that it 
was all and eternally theirs—the overwhelming consciousness of 
this fact would break the heart. BEST February 21, 1898, page 58.2 


Do you not know that the heart can be broken by joy as truly as by 
sorrow? Do you not know that such a thing has occurred in this 
world—though of course in this world of trouble and sorrow, a heart 
broken by joy is far less usual than hearts broken by sorrow!BEST 
February 21, 1898, page 58.3 


The one great consideration in all this is that it is not all of heaven to 
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be in heaven, nor is it all of hell to be in hell. The a// of either place 
is in being fit for itiBEST February 21, 1898, page 58.4 


To be fit for heaven is what will find heaven to be all of heaven. And 
—awful truth!—to be fit for hell is what will find hell to be all of hell. 
No one can possibly find either place without the fitness for it; and 
there is no other place.BEST February 21, 1898, page 58.5 


O then, dear friend, do not, against the cross of Christ, heap up 
ingratitude and reproach that fits for hell, and that will surely break 
the heart. Receive him, yield yourself to him, that now you may 
become acquainted with and enjoy the true and everlasting joy of 
heaven, that fits for heaven, so that when heaven itself, with all its 
glory, with all its transcendent bliss, with its fulness of eternal joy, is 
placed upon the hearts of the redeemed, your heart will not be 
broken by it.BEST February 21, 1898, page 58.6 


Everything that occurred in the life of Christ on earth is laden with 
meaning. And this one—the most awful of all—is freighted with a 
most awful meaning. That broken heart! Think of it carefully, study it 
reverently. BEST February 21, 1898, page 58.7 


A. T. JONES. 





March 7, 1898 
“The Church of To-day” The Bible Echo 13, 10, pp. 72, 73. 


ATJ 


“THROUGH Jesus Christ, God has made every provision that his 
people may connect with divine agencies, and that these agencies 

may co-operate with human instrumentalities. They may reveal to a 

world that is dead in trespasses and sins the power and sufficient of 

Christ. They will present before the world another world, of higher, 

holier laws than worldly wisdom can invent or earth obey,—a purer 

happiness and joy than earth can give to its votaries, coming 

through a service that is independent of all human inventions. BEST 

March 7, 1898, page 72.1 


“Christ's church on earth is to resemble heaven,—a temple built 
after the pattern of things shown in the holy mount. Man must give 
up his ideas, his plans and devices, and let God work out his 
original intentions. The great Designer must not be impeded in his 
work by human wisdom. His work and purpose have not been 
understood. Through the miscalculations of man, the church to-day 
is so misshapen that it cannot be accepted by the great Builder. 
Human counsel has been so abundant that individual experience is 
rare. Men are placed where God should be; God’s plans are turned 
aside, and men’s measures brought in to fashion and mold. But the 
great and perfect Designer pronounces the work imperfect. The 
temple that he is building after the pattern of things in the heavens 
must have the exact proportions assigned it by the great Architect, 
whose pattern is without a flaw. He has brought the golden 
measuring rod from heaven, and every worker is employed only as 
he works under his superintendence and according to his 
plans.BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.1 


“There must be no human calculations. God will have only those as 
workers who will be laborers together with him, who will yoke up 
with Christ, and learn of him his meekness and lowliness of heart. 
His directions are, ‘Make all things according to the pattern showed 
to thee in the mount.’ Then a temple of heavenly design will be 
presented to the world, where the divine presence is manifested, 
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and to which is affixed God’s seal."BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.2 


In order for us to see the pattern, and to have it ever present for 
reference, we must be where the pattern is. But the pattern is 
showed only in the mount. Then it is certain that the only thing for 
us to do is to go up into the mount.BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.3 


Is that true? Can we do that? Is there any word for it?—Read this: 
“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain.” |t says so, doesn’t it? Thank the Lord! Then let us go up 
to Him into the mount, and He will meet with us there; He will make 
all His goodness pass before us; He will put us in the cleft of the 
rock, and cover us with His hand—that blessed hand that was 
pierced for us; and He will proclaim the name of the Lord before us, 
revealing Himself to us. BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.4 


Then knowing Him thus, the rest of the verse will be fulfilled: “O 
Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength: 
lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your 
God.” /saiah 40:9.BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.5 


And that will be the loud cry of the third angel’s message. “Arise,” 
“get thee up into the high mountain” where His glory is: then “shine; 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.... 
The Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon 
thee.” Thus “the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,” “the earth shall 
be lightened with His glory,” “and all flesh shall see _ it 
together.”BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.6 


He wants us to—we must—be in the mount, in order to see the 
pattern so that we may make all things according to it. He wants us 
also to be up in the high mountain, in order that when the voice is 
lifted up with strength in the loud cry, it may be heard far, far away, 
even to the ends of the earth, and by every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people.BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.7 


Then, too, upon us, and because of His own completed work in us, 
there will be affixed the Lord’s own seal—‘“the seal of the living 
God.”BEST March 7, 1898, page 73.8 


A. T. JONES. 
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March 14, 1898 
“The Secret and Open Life” The Bible Echo 13, 11, p. 81. 


ATJ 


“WHEN thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly."BEST March 14, 1898, 
page 81.1 


Note, this does not say that He will reward you in secret. No; He 
sees you in secret, He hears you in secret; but He rewards you, He 
answers you, openly.BEST March 14, 1898, page 81.2 


In this, then, He teaches you and me that we are to care for the 
secret life, and He will care for the open life. And as certainly as we 
are watchful upon our secret life, and keep it straight with God, so 
certainly will He be watchful upon our open life, and will keep it 
straight with men.BEST March 14, 1898, page 81.3 


Yet man’s way is the reverse of this: he is inclined to be ever 
watching his open life, trying to correct a wrong impression here, to 
straighten a crooked influence there, all the while neglecting the 
secret life, of which these outward things are but the 
reflection.BEST March 14, 1898, page 81.4 


Can a crooked stick cast a straight shadow?—No more can a life 
that is crooked in secret be straight openly. When a crooked stick 
has cast its crooked shadow, is it the sensible thing to go tinkering 
the shadow to make it straight?—No; correct the stick, make it 
straight; then there will be no difficulty with the shadow; all who see 
it will see that it is straight. No more is it sensible to be tinkering 
your outward life to have it straight; straighten the secret life, and 
God has certified that your open life shall be straight. BEST March 
14, 1898, page 81.5 


Then put your time and attention upon your secret life; keep your 
time and attention there; spend much time with Him who seeth in 
secret: and He will put His time and attention upon your open life; 
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He will keep His time and attention there, and will spend much time 
with you openly, and before those who see only openly; and will see 
to it that your open life tells only of the good, the pure, and the true, 
—that it tells only of God.BEST March 14, 1898, page 81.6 


A. T. JONES. 
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March 21, 1898 


“How Shall We Do His Will?” The Bible Echo 13, 12, pp. 91, 92. 


ATJ 


WE pray often, some of us every day, “Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven.” But how many have ever taken the time to find out 
just how His will is done in heaven? Yet where can there be any 
real point in our prayer, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven,” so long as we do not know how His will is done in 
heaven?BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.1 


Such a prayer is certain to be vague and indefinite, a mere 
generalization, unless we know how His will is done in heaven. But 
when we do know that, our prayer can be definite, positive, and full 
of faith, and thus with the sure result that, so far as we are 
concerned, his will will be done on earth precisely as it is in 
heaven.BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.2 


What a wonderful thought that is,—that the will of God will be done 
in us on earth just as it is done in heaven! Yet it is certainly true, or 
else that prayer is all in vain, and the giving of it to us by him is but 
a vain and tantalising thing. BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.3 


But the Lord does not present to men vain things. It is intended, and 
it can be so, that that word shall be accomplished as certainly as it 
is prayed. Though, again, we say, How can this be unless we know 
how His will is done in heaven, so that this prayer by us can be 
definite, positive, and full of faith? BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.4 


Who are in heaven to do the will of God there?—The angels, to be 
sure. Then when we know how the will of God is done by them in 
heaven, and what they do that the will of God may be done in them 
in heaven, we can know how to pray this prayer so that it shall 
mean to us just what it says,—we shall know just how the will of 
God shall be done on earth as it is in heaven.BEST March 27, 
1898, page 91.5 


What, then, of the angels?BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.6 
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First: In heaven the angels “do always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven.” Matthew 18:10.BEST March 21, 1898, page 
91.7 


Second: His angels harken to the voice of His word. Psalm 103:20. 
And they “do His commandments’ through “harkening unto the 
voice of His word.”BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.8 


Third: The will of God,as in His word,—‘as it is in heaven,”—is 
conveyed to the knowledge of the angels by the Spirit of God 
—“Whithersoever the Spirit was to go, they went.” Ezekiel 
1:20.BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.9 


Fourth: When the Spirit of God thus conveys to their knowledge the 
will of God, as it is in His word, to which the angels are “harkening,” 
instantly their spirit responds, and thus His will becomes at once 
their will, too,—“Whithersoever the Spirit was to go, ... thither was 
their spirit to go.” Verse 20.BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.10 


Fifth: When, by the instant submission of their spirit to his Spirit, His 
will has become their will, the thing is done; His word is fulfilled, His 
will is accomplished, quick as the lightning’s flash—“Withersoever 
the Spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go.” “And 
the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of 
lightning.” Verses 20, 14.BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.11 


That is the way that the will of God is done in heaven. And that is 
the way that it is to be done in the earth. That is what is in the 
prayer, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” And that is the 
way that His will will be done on earth, in every one who, knowing 
how His will is done in heaven, puts him self in the same attitude 
with those in heaven, and makes the prayer in an intelligent 
faith. BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.12 


And this attitude of the angels in heaven is precisely the attitude 
which it is intended that we shall hold on earth. Read, then, of 
ourselves:—BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.13 


First: We are always to behold the face of God, “in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
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knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” “But we 
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image.” 2 Corinthians 4:6; 3:18. “Unto thee 
lift | up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens. Behold, as 
the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the 
eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait 
upon the Lord our God.” Psalm 123:1, 2,BEST March 21, 1898, 
page 91.14 


Second: We are to harken to the voice of His word—“Mine ears 
hast thou opened.” Psalm 40:6. “The Lord God hath opened mine 
ear, and | was not rebellious, neither turned away back.” “He 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” /saiah 50:5, 4.BEST 
March 21, 1898, page 91.15 


Third: The will of Godas in His word, is to be conveyed to our 
understanding by the Spirit of God. We are to be ever dependent 
upon the Spirit of God for this. “Consider what | say; and the Lord 
give thee understanding in all things.” 2 Timothy 2:7. “The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He shall teach you all things, ... whatsoever | have said 
unto you.” John 14:26. “He shall not speak of Himself; but 
whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak.” John 16:13.BEST 
March 21, 1898, page 91.16 


Fourth: When the Spirit of God does convey to our understanding 
the will of God as it is in His word, instantly our spirit is to respond, 
and yield submission to His Spirit, that His will may be our will. “As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God.” Romans 8:14, 76. And “the minding of the flesh is 
death; but the minding of the Spirit is life and peace.” Romans 8:6, 
margin.BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.17 


Fifth: When we thus harken to His word and receive, by His Spirit, 
the understanding of His will as it is in his word,—“as it is in 
heaven,’—and our spirit responds to his Spirit so that His will 
becomes our will, then the thing is done; His word is fulfilled, His will 
is accomplished, in us on earth as it is in those in heaven: and it is 
done just as quickly—‘“as the appearance of a flash of lightning’—in 
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our innermost, secret life, and shines through all time, openly, 
before those who are without. For “My word... shall accomplish that 
which | please.” /saiah 55:17. And the word of God always acts 
instantaneously—“He spake, and it was.” Psalm 33:9. The leper 
said, Lord, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” The Lord 
replied, “I will; be thou clean. And as soon as He had spoken, 
immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.” 
Mark 1:40-42.BEST March 21, 1898, page 91.18 


Do you now see more clearly, do you understand better, how the 
will of God is done in heaven, and how it is to be done on earth? 
Can you now pray more intelligently, “Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven?” And will you now pray directly, positively, and in full 
faith, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven’"?BEST March 21, 
1898, page 92.1 


A. T. JONES. 
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March 28, 1898 


“The Lord’s Wish” The Bible Echo 13, 13, pp. 98, 99. 


ATJ 


TEMPERANCE is self-control. Evangelistic temperance—Christiar 
temperance—is self-control in all things,—of body, soul, and spirit. 

For he which “striveth for the mastery is temperate [controls himself] 

in all things.” This is the only true temperance. And this is in order 

that we may glorify God in both body and spirit,—glorify Him, and 

Him alone, in all things, and so meet the object of our creation and 

of our redemption.BEST March 28, 1898, page 98.1 


The Lord has created and redeemed the body as really as He has 
the soul. He cares for the body as really and as fully as He does for 
the soul. And He wants us to care for the body as really and as fully 
as we care for the soul. Therefore He has said, “| wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth.” Thus it is certain that the wish of the Lord is that our 
prosperity in health shall be even—evenly balanced—with our 
prosperity of soul, or spirit. BEST March 28, 1898, page 98.2 


No one will for a moment question that God has given directions 
and prescriptions abundant to assure the prosperity of the soul. 
Every one knows that every one who will sincerely accept the word 
of God as to the good of his soul will assuredly find his soul 
prospering abundantly. Yet as the Lord has recorded His wish, 
“above all things,” that our health may prosper evenly with our 
souls, it certainly follows that he has given directions and 
prescriptions assuring prosperity in health evenly with the directions 
and prescriptions assuring prosperity of soul.BEST March 28, 1898, 
page 99.1 


Yet this is very little thought of, even by professed Christians; and 
by many who happen to think of it, it is not believed sufficiently to 
lead them to an honest study of the word of God to know what He 
has said on the subject, and then give it a place in the life. Many will 
bear great concern about the prosperity of their souls, to the utter 
neglect of their health, when if only they would take thought and 
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care as to how they are living, and correct that by the word of God, 
the prosperity of their souls would be so abundant that there would 
be no room for anxiety in the matter. BEST March 28, 1898, page 
99.2 


Many people will ask for prayers that they may enjoy the blessing of 
God, when all that is needed is that they quit using some pernicious 
thing in food or drink. Many will “call for the elders of the church” to 
pray that they may not be sick, when all that is needed is simply a 
good bath, or perhaps only a good hot foot-bath. They will ask for 
prayers for recovery from sickness, when a bath, or perhaps only a 
foot-bath, would have entirely prevented the sickness.BEST March 
28, 1898, page 99.3 


Now we are not saying anything against calling for the elders of the 
church or praying for the sick; but we do say that the Lord never 
intends that prayers shall take the place of thought and common 
sense in every-day, simple things. He does not intend that he and 
miracle shall be substituted for individuality and intelligence. He has 
given us responsibility, intellect, and judgment. He has given us His 
word and his Spirit to be our knowledge and guide. In his word he 
has told us that “above all things” he wishes that we may be in 
health; in His word and our own bodies He has made every 
possible provision that, by the co-operation of His word and 
ourselves, we may indeed, “above all things,” prosper and be in 
health according to his wish.BEST March 28, 1898, page 99.4 


That we may do all that is possible to help in this great thing, we 
shall publish, in this department of Evangelistic Temperance, the 
Bible principles of evangelistic health, which are essential to 
evangelistic temperance, and the development of perfect Christian 
character.BEST March 28, 1898, page 99.5 


A. T. JONES. 
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June 6, 1898 
““That Ye May Know” The Bible Echo 13, 23, p. 179. 


ATJ 


“REMEMBER the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.... The seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.”BEST June 6, 1898, page 179.1 


“Hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and 
you, that ye may know that | am the Lord your God.”BEST June 6, 
1898, page 179.2 


Note, the Scripture does not say only that the Sabbath is a sign that 
He is the Lord God; it says the Sabbath is a sign, “that ye may know 
that | am the Lord your God.” There is a difference between His 
being the Lord and men’s knowing that He is the Lord. Thee is a 
difference between men’s knowing that He is the Lord and knowing 
that He is their Lord.BEST June 6, 1898, page 179.3 


God is the Lord, whether men know it or not. He would still be the 
Lord, and always the Lord, though not a man on the earth ever 
knew it. The Sabbath is not a sign only that He is the Lord, but that 
men may know that He is the Lord. Men might know that the Lord is 
somebody else’s God. Many of the idolatrous kings and nations in 
old time knew, by personal calamity and sad experience, that the 
Lord was another people’s God; but they did not know that He was 
their God. The Sabbath is not a sign by which men may know that 
the Lord is somebody else’s God, but that they may know that the 
Lord is their God.BEST June 6, 1898, page 179.4 


There are many people who do not know that the Lord is God: and 
many more who do not know that He is their God. Yet there is no 
need whatever of this: for God has given to them—to all the world— 
a sign by which all men may know that He, the Lord, is their God: 
“Hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and 
you, that ye may know that | am the Lord your God.”BEST June 6, 
1898, page 179.5 


This is true, whether men believe it or not. By not believing it, they 
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simply shut themselves off from the blessed knowledge. And when 
they do that, God is clear, and they are without excuse. God wants 
every soul to know that the Lord is his God. And in the Sabbath the 
Lord has given a sign by which all men may know this. All that is 
needed is that they hallow the Sabbath, and they will know it. And 
“the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” A. T. 
JONES.BEST June 6, 1898, page 179.6 
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June 13, 1898 


“The Sleep of Death” The Bible Echo 13, 24, p. 188. 


ATJ 


TO HIS disciples, Jesus said: “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but | 
go, that | may awake him out of sleep."BEST June 13, 1898, page 
188.1 


Lazarus had been sick; and the disciples, thinking that now he was 
“taking rest in sleep,” answered, “Lord, if he sleep, he shall do 
well.”BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.2 


“Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead."BEST June 
13, 1898, page 188.3 


First Jesus said, “Lazarus sleepeth.” Then He said, “Lazarus is 
dead.”BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.4 


When He said, “Lazarus sleepeth,” Lazarus was dead; and it was 
with direct reference to Lazarus dead that Jesus said, “Lazarus 
sleepeth.”BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.5 


It is, therefore, perfectly plain that the direct teaching of the Lord 
Jesus is that when a man is dead, he is asleep.BEST June 73, 
1898, page 188.6 


When Jesus said, “Lazarus sleepeth,” Lazarus was dead. In saying 
to His disciples, “Lazarus sleepeth,” He was informing them that 
Lazarus was dead. In so saying, Hemeant that Lazarus was dead; 
for He so explained His word.BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.7 


It was only the misconception of His meaning by His disciples that 
caused Jesus to say anything further than that Lazarus was asleep. 
But seeing this misconception, He said, further, “Lazarus is 
dead.”BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.8 


It is, therefore, perfectly plain not only that Jesus definitely taught, 
and intended definitely to teach, that the dead are asleep; but that 
He taught, and intended to teach, His disciples to think and speak 
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of the dead as being asleep.BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.9 


It is, therefore, perfectly plain that, upon the authority of Christian 
truth, the dead are asleep, and that the sleep of the dead is 
distinctively a Christian conception.BEST June 13, 1898, page 
188.10 


That many people—even professed Christians—do not believe this 
does not in the slightest affect the truth of it. Jesus taught it, and it is 
the truth. He taught it that men, and of all people His own disciples, 
should believe it. Those who do not believe it simply rob themselves 
of a great Christian truth.BEST June 13, 1898, page 188.11 


A. T. JONES. 
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June 27, 1898 


“Christian Manliness. No. 1” The Bible Echo 13, 26, pp. 201, 202. 


ATJ 


THE third angel’s message, that mighty threefold message of the 
everlasting gospel (Revelation 14:6-12), is the only salvation for 
men that there is in this world. That is the only thing that can save 
men from the evil tide, which, under the very profession of 
Christianity, is against Christianity,—which, under the profession of 
Protestantism, is against Protestantism,—the evil tide that is 
sweeping the world into the vortex of wickedness and weakness, 
where, knowing their wickedness, they are so unmanned that they 
have not the ability to stand up and oppose their own wickedness, 
but depend upon a figment to save them.BEST June 27, 1898, 
page 201.1 


The third angel’s message is to be given with a loud voice to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people in the world, to convey 
to them the only genuine principle of manliness that there is, and to 
“establish Christianity upon an eternal basis.” It is to persuade men 
everywhere to accept that principle of manliness, and by it to stand 
up in the midst of the wickedness of the world, and conquer it, 
however deeply they may have gone into it themselves. It is to bring 
to men this principle of Christian manliness that will cause them to 
stand up face to face with themselves, and put underfoot the 
weakness that is in themselves, and make them strong, manly man. 
That is what the third angel’s message is put into the world to do, 
and that is what it will do. BEST June 27, 1898, page 201.2 


Now, this third angel’s message, this message of Christianity for 
this day, which is needed in this day, and which alone can meet the 
issue in this day, is to be preached to just this kind of people,—to 
people who have been taught to look to, and to trust in, a figment. 
Of course when the everlasting gospel is preached to them, many 
of them will see the principle involved, they will see the tide that is 
running the wrong way, and what it is doing for themselves and 
everybody who has paid any attention to it, and they will accept this 
call to Christianity, and will turn away from that evil thing.BEST 
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June 27, 1898, page 202.1 


Then when they have accepted this call to Christianity, it is 
essential that they be taught to allow that principle of Christianity to 
be their life all the way that they are to go. They must be taught to 
depend upon Jesus Christ, that manliest of men, to make, and to 
keep, them manly men. They must not be babied nor allowed to 
become weaklings, but must be taught to depend upon God alone. 
It is just as essential to teach them this after they have turned away 
from the other, as it is to teach them the true principle to get them to 
turn away from the other; because people whose lives and minds 
have been molded upon that false model must, when they turn 
away from it, be built up, educated, and caused to grow according 
to the right Model. If this is not done, they will become formal 
Christians; they will be Seventh-day Adventists by name and 
profession, but will be just as babyish Seventh-day Adventists as 
they ever were any other kind of people. If this true Christianity, this 
true Christian manliness, is taught to them in the beginning, and 
kept before them all the way along, so that this shall be the only 
kind of Christianity they will adopt, they will develop into real 
Christian, manly men. They will despise the very idea of depending 
upon anything or anybody but Christ, and he will be in themselves 
the hope of glory.BEST June 27, 1898, page 202.2 


Now nine tenths of the brethren of the ministry, if not a//, will 
recognize as the truth what | am going to tell you,—that many times 
—not every time—when the third angel’s message is first preached 
to the people, and they are convinced by it of what they should do, 
about the first thing they say it: “| know that | ought to serve the 
Lord; | ought to be a Christian; | ought to keep the Sabbath. But if | 
do, | shall lose my place; | shall be thrown out of work. If | shut up 
shop on the Sabbath, | shall lose my business. Do you know of any 
place where | can get a position, or a place for my business, so that 
| can be a Christian, and keep the Sabbath?” You know this is so. 
And the answer to it is, and always should be: “No; there is no place 
in this world where you can get a position so you can be a 
Christian. You are to be a Christian, anyhow. Your Christianity is 
not to depend upon position, but upon Christ. Your Christianity is 
not to depend upon your position; your position is to depend upon 
your Christianity. And what | mean by Christianity is Sabbath- 
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keeping Christianity. Your Sabbath-keeping is not to depend upon 
position nor upon work, but upon Christ. Your Sabbath-keeping 
must not depend upon position; but your position must depend 
upon Sabbath-keeping. If you cannot be a Christian where you are, 
you cannot be a Christian anywhere else."BEST June 27, 1898, 
page 202.3 


| am not saying that when people do lose their situations,—as many 
times they do when they accept the third angel’s message,—no 
care should ever be taken to put them in the way of work, if it is 
possible to do so; but | am saying that until they have Christian 
manliness enough to be Christians, work or no work, position or no 
position, they are not manly enough to be Christians when they 
have work, upon that issue. In that case their Christianity—their 
Sabbath-keeping—depends upon their having work, and then when 
their work is gone, their Christianity is gone. Therefore, the only 
answer we can make to these persons—these weaklings—is: “No; 
there is no place in this world where you can secure work so that 
you can be a Christian. Be a Christian, and keep the Sabbath; then 
there will be plenty of work for you. And if somebody else does not 
furnish it, you yourself will make it."BEST June 27, 1898, page 
202.4 


It is Christianity itself—it is the very property, and power of life, of 
Christianity itself—to take people who are unable to make a living in 
this world, and make them such independent, free, manly, Christian 
men that they will make a living right along anywhere. We are not to 
judge Christianity by the people who profess it: we are to measure 
the people who profess it by Christianity. There are many people 
who cannot make a living any better after they have accepted 
Christianity than they did before; but this shows that with them 
Christianity is only a profession. But any profession of Christianity 
that does not make a man more than he was before he made it, is a 
fraud. He may have it professionally, but he has not the real thing. 
What he has is a fraud, by which he is deceiving, not others, but 
himself. | know this is so. Christianity, when a man really gets it, is 
able to take him and make him such a manly man in the world that 
he can make his way in spite of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Such a Christian never goes around complaining that he cannot get 
work. If he cannot get it, he will bestir himself and make it. That is 
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Christianity. BEST June 27, 1898, page 202.5 


“But stop,” says one; “have you considered this point? Does not the 
Bible say that the gospel is to be preached to the poor?’—Of 
course it does; but it does not say that they shall forever remain 
poor. Listen: “I have been young, and now am old; yet have | not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” It is 
equally true, though, that while they will never be poor as the world 
regards poverty, they will never be rich as the world regards 
riches.BEST June 27, 1898, page 202.6 


Yes, Christianity is preached to the poor,—to those who are in 
poverty because they have been so weakened and unmanned by 
the evil tendencies and teachings of the world that they have not 
been able to hold their own against the world. And because of their 
unfortunate position, the Lord singles them out first; he looks upon 
them in pity, and says, “Join yourselves to me, and win against the 
world.” And there is nobody who has any respect for God or 
Christianity, who will for a moment think that when such a one joins 
himself to God, he is not stronger than ever he was before, and 
stronger than he ever could be without joining himself to God. If | 
have been robbed of my manliness, so that | cannot hold my own 
against the world, and my children are in want, and | am in absolute 
need of help from others, | want to know what kind of God that 
would be who would call me to himself, and yet give me no more 
than | had before. No, sir; | will not disgrace the Lord by any such 
way of thinking. BEST June 27, 1898, page 202.7 


God has chosen the poor of this world, that is true. He sees them 
beaten back, and cast off, and unable to make their way; and in his 
loving manliness he wants them to have a chance. He therefore 
calls them to join him. And he does so for a purpose. That purpose 
is that he may implant and cultivate in them that genuine principle 
and power of manliness that will enable them to go through the 
world dependent upon no man, but depending altogether upon 
God.BEST June 27, 1898, page 202.8 


Understand, again, that this is not to say that all poverty will be 
done away with,—that there will be no such thing as a poor man 
any longer, among Christians. No; for constantly the gospel will be 
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preached to the poor, and they will be coming in. But it is to say that 
after the poor who have joined themselves to Christ have learned 
how to make a living for themselves, they will help others who are 
still coming in to do as they have done. All will be constantly 
growing from help/essness to helpfulness. Whether you believe that 
or not, it is everlastingly true. It is a basic principle of Christianity. A. 
T. JONES.BEST June 27, 1898, page 202.9 
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July 4, 1898 
“Christian Manliness. No. 2” The Bible Echo 13, 27, pp. 220, 221. 


ATJ 


IN that passage where Christians are spoken of as poor (2 
Corinthians 6:8-10), it is said that they are chastened and not killed; 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; “as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” George Muller was 
more than a seven-times millionaire, yet he possessed nothing. 
That is just what the genuine Christian experience is.BEST July 4, 
1898, page 220.1 


Read the first psalm. There it is said of the godly man, “And 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” He will be a prosperous man in 
business, in work, everywhere. Of course it will take time, because 
his former training has been the other way; he must grow into the 
true way. We are to be merciful and kind to him, because he is 
poor. But at the same time we must be sure that he gets true 
Christianity in his soul. And when he has that grace, he will soon 
grow into a prosperous man; for “whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.”BEST July 4, 1898, page 220.2 


Now let me read from Job 22:21-25: “Acquaint now thyself with him, 
and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. Receive, | 
pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine 
heart. If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt 
put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. Then shalt thou lay up 
gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. 
Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defense, and thou shalt have plenty 
of silver."BEST July 4, 1898, page 220.3 


In these times of controversy over the question of money,—whether 
it shall be gold or silver—you see that Christianity is what the 
people need. Whether the money shall be gold or silver is neither 
here nor there. Get genuine Christianity, and then the other will 
come; you will “lay up gold” and “have plenty of silver.” The 
message for Seventh-day Adventists to preach is neither gold nor 
silver, but Christianity, which means both gold and silver. All must 
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be taught, however, and must be trained in, this kind of 
Christianity. BEST July 4, 1898, page 220.4 


Now do not get a wrong idea here of what is “plenty.” If | need 
nothing, even though | have nothing, | have a plenty. If | need what 
costs a nickel, and have the nickel, have not | a plenty? So it is with 
that which costs a dollar, or any amount. There is a misconception 
and a wrong education as to what is a plenty, which comes from 
depending upon what is of the world. People of this world think that 
a certain amount is a plenty; but when they get that, they have not 
even enough,—they must have more and yet more, until the 
amount reaches thousands, and even millions, and yet they are not 
satisfied. The Christian has a plenty all the time, because his 
dependence is upon God. God is with him,—he is one with him,— 
they are joined together. God knows what his need it; and when his 
dependence is upon God, and his energies are springing from God, 
he will work the works of God, and the fruit will be to the glory of 
God. And though as poor, he will be making many rich; though as 
having nothing, he will be possessing all things. That is true 
prosperity.BEST July 4, 1898, page 220.5 


Again | read: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear 
the Lord, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and 
marrow to thy bones. Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with 
the first-fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” Proverbs 
3:5-10.BEST July 4, 1898, page 221.1 


What are all these verses in the Bible for?—They are there to tell to 
you and me that the man who is a Christian is all right. They are not 
intended to tell that he will be rich as the world calls rich, but he will 
have plenty, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. That is 
Christianity. BEST July 4, 1898, page 221.2 


The whole philosophy of Christianity is God manifest in the flesh. 
God says that he is our strength, he is our wisdom, his Spirit guides 
the mind. He himself is there. He is all in all to the Christian. When 
a man who has gone all his life without God, joins himself to God, 
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and God's life becomes his life, God’s strength becomes his 
strength, God’s wisdom becomes his wisdom, then has not he 
ability that he did not have before? and is not this ability given to 
him to use? When he has received God, and has Christ dwelling 
within, the very life of his life, his strength, his wisdom, has not he a 
power, a wisdom, an intellect,—ability of every sort,—that will make 
him more than he ever could have been without Christ? Then do 
you not see—it is as plain as A B C—that the man who professes to 
be a Christian, and does not make a better success in this life than 
before, has not Christianity? He is cheating himself by a mere 
outward profession of the thing, and is simply robbing himself of 
what belongs to him in this world and in the next.BEST July 4, 
1898, page 221.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 11, 1898 
“Christian Manliness. No. 3. (Concluded.)” The Bible Echo 13, 28, p. 232. 


ATJ 
(Concluded). 


IT is proper now to treat a matter of fact respecting the point | 
mentioned as to those people who say, “Well, if | can get a situation 
where | can keep the Sabbath, | will do so.” Just as certainly as they 
do that in order to be Christians, they will be babies right along. 
They will simply be baby Seventh-day Adventists. If one of them 
should get a position in one of our publishing houses, or tract 
societies, or conferences, he would go to it because the institution 
or the conference wants Sabbath-keepers or course forever; and as 
his Sabbath-keeping depends upon his having a position, it follows, 
logically enough, that he must have that place forever, as if it were 
an infirmary, and expect to remain there forever. And going there 
expecting that he will remain forever, and being a baby anyhow, his 
Christianity being only a form, he does not put forth divine energy 
so that his work is efficient, and does not pay for his keeping in 
whatever position he may be placed.BEST July 11, 1898, page 
232.1 


Now, these babyish people, when they see the truth and want to 
accept it, think if they can only get a position in one of our 
institutions, or where they can make a living off the rest, so that they 
“can keep the Sabbath,” they will accept it. Recently | received a 
letter from a man who said he had a shoe store in which there was 
a £1,000 stock of goods. He said he had heard the message 
preached last year, and said he was converted, but that he could 
not keep the Sabbath and carry on his business where he is, 
because he is obliged to keep his store open on the Sabbath. And 
he wanted to find a place where he could shut his store on the 
Sabbath, and “so keep the Sabbath.” He wanted to know if there 
was not an opening for a shoe store in some place where there 
were a large number of Sabbath keepers, also what was the 
prospect for success with a grocery. | was obliged to tell him that in 
the part of town in the part of town where | live, there are two shoe 
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stores; that between the publishing office and my home, four blocks 

away, there are six groceries, and that in a radius of five blocks 

there are six other groceries, making at least twelve groceries in a 

radius of five blocks; and therefore he might judge for himself as to 

the openings for either the shoe or the grocery business.BEST July 
11, 1898, page 232.2 


And | told him more than this. | told him what | would tell to 
everybody,—that his whole idea was a mistaken one. | told him that 
if he could not keep the Sabbath where he is, he could not keep it if 
he were in the town where | live; that if he should come here as he 
proposed, and set up a business, so that he “could keep the 
Sabbath,” he would not be keeping the Sabbath when it was done. 
His religion would be only a form, and his “Sabbath-keeping” only 
Saturday-keeping, with no Christianity and no virtue of any kind in 
it.BEST July 11, 1898, page 232.3 


| told him yet more than this, and still what | would tell to everybody 
of that kind,—that his letter showed that he was mistaken about his 
conversion. | told him that if he had been really converted last year, 
he would have closed his store rightly the first Sabbath after he was 
converted, and that it would have been closed every Sabbath since. 
| told him that if he was really converted, he would be keeping the 
Sabbath just where he is, and would not be looking around for 
some other place where he “could kept it;” and he would make his 
Sabbath-keeping regulate his business, and not his business 
regulate his “Sabbath-keeping,” which in that case would not be 
Sabbath-keeping at all. BEST July 11, 1898, page 232.4 


When people of this kind come into the truth, they come in as 
babies, and they will remain babies as long as they live in this way. 
Therefore | say that it is essential that this kind of Christianity—this 
true Christian manliness—be preached to all in every place.BEST 
July 11, 1898, page 232.5 


| state as a vital principle that no man is qualified for any position of 
any kind in any conference or institution of Seventh-day Adventists 
until he is able to make his way prosperously outside of it. When he 
can do that, he does not care whether he gets a position in 
Seventh-day Adventist institutions or not: he is independent of 
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them,—he is independent of everybody and everything but Christ; 
and Christ within himself is his life, his strength, his wisdom, his all 
iu [sic.] all. He does not have to fawn and palaver, for fear he may 
not have the favor of the president of the Conference, and so lose 
his “place.” If he works in the office of publication, he will not always 
have his eye on the foreman, and swing this way or that way, in 
order to keep his favor, for fear of being discharged. No; he is there, 
and expects to remain there, solely because of the value of his 
services. He is just as independent of that place after he gets it as 
he was before, and just as independent out of it as in it. He does 
not care whether the president of the Conference, or the foreman, 
or the general manager looks askance at him or not. He is not 
working for the president of the Conference, nor for the foreman, 
nor for the general manager. He is working only for God, with the 
eye of God upon him. And he cares not whose eye may inspect is 
work. He will not be so jealous of his “place” that he is constantly 
apprehensive that some one else will get his “place.” The man who 
puts his dependence only in God, and serves God, and goes into 
Christianity because God is in it,—that man is never afraid of losing 
his place. His place is with God, and no man can take it. He is not 
afraid of losing his place; for wherever he is, he is with God, and 
that is his place. If God calls him to another part of his great 
workshop, and gives him another piece of work, he still has his 
place. He is where God has called him, he is where God wants him, 
and he can not lose his place. He does not get his place from any 
man, and no man can take it away from him.BEST July 17, 1898, 
page 232.6 


Therefore, “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, BE 
STRONG.”BEST July 11, 1898, page 232.7 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 18, 1898 
“Who Is Doing It?” The Bible Echo 13, 29, pp. 228, 229. 


ATJ 


“HE that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith."BEST July 
18, 1898, page 228.1 


Seven times this command is given in only two chapters of the 
Bible.BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.2 


All people have ears, but not all have ears to hear. And of all who 
have ears to hear, not all have ears to hear what the Spirit 
saith.BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.3 


Have you ears to hear what the Spirit saith?BEST July 18, 1898, 
page 228.4 


This hearing by which we recognize what the Spirit saith, is the 
hearing of faith.BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.5 


There is a hearing of faith, as well as a seeing of faith, a walking of 
faith, and a living of faith. BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.6 


Therefore it is written, “Receive ye the Spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith." BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.7 


Receiving the Spirit by the hearing of faith, the hearing of what the 
Spirit saith, is only by faith. BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.8 


We are commanded these seven times not only to hear what the 
Spirit saith, but also to hear what the Spirit saith “unto the 
churches.”BEST July 18, 1898, page 228.9 


When the Spirit has spoken distinctly seven times to the churches, 
and when He who is the head of the church has commanded seven 
times that we hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches, then how 
can we prosper spiritually unless we do hear this?BEST July 78, 
1898, page 228.10 
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But how shall they hear without a preacher? Is it not, then, perfectly 
plain that both preachers and people shall carefully consider what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches, in order that we all may indeed 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches?A. T. JONESBEST 


July 18, 1898, page 228.11 
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August 1, 1898 
“Sanctification and Its Sign” The Bible Echo 13, 31, p. 245. 


ATJ 


“REMEMBER the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.BEST August 7, 
1898, page 245.1 


“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and 
you throughout your generations; that ye may know that | am the 
Lord that doth sanctify you.”BEST August 1, 1898, page 245.2 


There is no genuine Christianity without sanctification. There is no 
genuine sanctification but that which is accomplished by the Lord 
Himself. And the genuine keeping of the Sabbath is a sign that the 
Lord does sanctify the believer, and that he may know that the Lord 
does sanctify him.BEST August 1, 1898, page 245.3 


To profess sanctification without the keeping of the Sabbath is to 
come short. To profess to keep the Sabbath without sanctification is 
a contradiction. Sanctification is perfected in keeping the Sabbath. 
Keeping the Sabbath attains its perfect aim in sanctification. BEST 
August 1, 1898, page 245.4 


“| gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between Me and them, that 
they might know that | am the Lord that sanctify them.” Verily, 
therefore, “My Sabbaths ye shall keep.” And “the seventh day is the 
Sabbath.”BEST August 1, 1898, page 245.5 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 15, 1898 
“The Servants of Righteousness” The Bible Echo 13, 33, p. 257. 


ATJ 


“BEING then made free from sin, ye become the servants of 
righteousness.”BEST August 15, 1898, page 257.1 


We can be made free from sin, then: the word of God says so. “Our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” “He that is 
dead is dead from sin."BEST August 15, 1898, page 257.2 


But our blessedness does not stop with being made free from sin: 
“Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness.”BEST August 15, 1898, page 257.3 


We can not be the servants of sin and the servants of 
righteousness, both at the same time; for “when ye were the 
servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.”BEST August 15, 
1898, page 257.4 


We must be freed from sin before we can become the servants of 
righteousness.BEST August 15, 1898, page 257.5 


And “he that is dead is freed from sin."BEST August 15, 1898, page 
257.6 


We must be “dead with Christ” before we can “live with him.” “For in 
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth 
unto God.”BEST August 15, 1898, page 257.7 


“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” And just as Christ 
lives unto God since his death to sin, so we live unto God when we 
are dead with him. When we are “dead with him” “unto sin,” we “live 
with him” “unto God.”BEST August 15, 1898, page 257.8 


Have you been made free from sin? If not, why not?BEST August 
15, 1898, page 257.9 
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Have you become the servant of righteousness? If not, it is because 
you have not been made free from sin. BEST August 15, 1898, page 
257.10 


Have you been trying, and failing, to be the servant of 
righteousness? Have you grieved over failures until you were 
almost, if not entirely, ready to think that there is no such thing in 
this world as being indeed a servant of righteousness?BEST 
August 15, 1898, page 257.11 


O toiling, discouraged soul, “be of good cheer; | have overcome the 
world”! There is, in truth, in this world, in Him, the service of 
righteousness. But it comes only through “being made free from 
sin;” and only “he that is dead is freed from sin."BEST August 15, 
1898, page 257.12 


Have you “endured the cross” of Christwith Christ? Are you 
crucified with him? Have you given up to destruction the body of 
sin, in order that henceforth you should not serve sin? Are you dead 
with him, and, so, freed from sin?BEST August 15, 1898, page 
251.123 


Be sure that all this is accomplished with you: then, and so, being 
“made free from sin,” you will become the servant of righteousness 
as surely as the Lord has spoken that glorious promise.BEST 
August 15, 1898, page 257.14 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 29, 1898 


“A Blessing on the Man and a Blessing on the Day” The Bible Echo 13, 35, 
p. 274. 


ATJ 


WHEN God had created man “in his own image,” then “God bless 
them.” This was on the sixth day.BEST August 29, 1898, page 
274.1 


Then came the seventh: “and God blessed the seventh day.”BEST 
August 29, 1898, page 274.2 


God blessed the man, and God bless the seventh day.BEST 
August 29, 1898, page 274.3 


That blessing upon man was a reality. It was a substantial thing 
which was put upon the man by the Lord for the benefit of the 
man.BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.4 


That blessing upon the seventh day was likewise, and just as 
certainly, a reality. That, too, was a substantial thing which was put 
upon that day by the Lord.BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.5 


That blessing upon the seventh day was also for the benefit of man; 
because the seventh day is the Sabbath, the Sabbath was made for 
man, and that blessing is one of the things that made the seventh 
day the Sabbath for man.BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.6 


No one who knows that there is such a thing as the blessing of 
God, can deny that the blessing with which God blessed the man 
was a reality. No one who knows what God’s blessing is can deny 
that when he blessed the man, there entered the life of the man a 
substantial good,—one which the man could not possibly disregard 
without substantial loss. BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.7 


And the blessing with which God blessed the seventh day was just 
as real, just as substantial, and just as much for the good of man, 
as was the blessing with which he blessed the man. This can not 
possibly be denied.BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.8 
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In that blessing which God put upon the seventh day, there was a 
substantial good for the man, which the man could not possibly 
disregard or forfeit, any more than he could the blessing upon 
himself; and forfeited also the blessing of the seventh day, because 
only the blessed man can share the blessing of the blessed 
day.BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.9 


Yet the Lord did not leave the man in his lost condition. He creates 
him new in Christ Jesus again, “after the image of him that created 
him.” And man, being again “in the image of God,” is blessed of 
God. Acts 3:26; Ephesians 1:3.BEST August 29, 1898, page 274.10 


And the blessed day “remaineth” for this blessed man. Hebrews 
4:3-9. The blessed man can enjoy the blessed day. And only the 
blessed man can enjoy the blessed day, because that blessed day 
“remaineth” “to the people of God.”BEST August 29, 1898, page 
274.11 


Yet said it is that so many people who claim to be, and who indeed 
are, such blessed men, and to enjoy the blessings of the blessed 
man, utterly disregard, and even reject, the blessed day, which was 
made, and which “remaineth,” for these very blessed men. They 
wholly lose, and seem content, and even determined, to lose, the 
blessing of the blessed day, which was made, and which 
“remaineth,” especially for blessed men. Surely, they know not what 
they do. They know not what they are losing.GEST August 29, 
1898, page 274.12 


Why will blessed people, why will any people, reject the blessing of 
God because he placed it for them upon the seventh day?BEST 
August 29, 1898, page 274.13 


A. T. JONES. 


“We Would See Jesus,” 1[The above is an extract from page 4 of the tract “The Coming 
, 
of the Lord” by A. T. Jones and M. C. Wilcox. 8 pages, ‘2d] The Bible Echo 13, 35, p 
3 3 . 


281. 


ATJ 


We Would See Jesus.—We would see Him coming in the clouds of 
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heaven with power and great glory, and would hear His might voice 
saying to His angels, “Gather My Saints together unto Me, those 
that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” And then and 
there in the midst of the church would we see Him and hear His 
glorious voice singing that song of promised praise to the Father. 
Hebrews 2:12. Oh, ‘tis thus that “we would see Jesus”IBEST 
August 29, 1898, page 281.1 


And we thank God, not only for the hope that we shail see Him as 
He is, but also that the signs are abundant all about us that show 
this “blessed hope” shall be fulfilled. BEST August 29, 1898, page 
281.2 


A. T. JONES. 





41 


September 12, 1898 
“The Joy of the Lord” The Bible Echo 13, 37, pp. 289, 290. 


ATJ 


“THE joy of the Lord is your strength. BEST September 12, 1898, 
page 289.1 


Did you know that there is real reviving strength in the joy of the 
Lord? It is really so, as every one can certify from experience, who 
knows the joy of the Lord. How could it be otherwise? Is there not 
reviving and strength in mere human joy? How much more, then, in 
divine joy,—in joy that is the Lord’s, and that comes direct from him 
to the believer!BEST September 12, 1898, page 289.2 


When a person is worn, and weary, and ready to faint, and just then 
receives a bit of joyful news, is not all his thought of faintness at 
once dissipated by the joy? and is not all his weariness supplanted 
by freshness and strength, which the joy has brought?BEST 
September 12, 1898, page 289.3 


And when that is true in affairs altogether human, how much more 
must it be true in affairs divine! It is so, as every one knows who 
know the joy of the Lord.BEST September 12, 1898, page 289.4 


But how shall we be partakers of the joy of the Lord? The joy of the 
Lord in human life is the fruit of the Spirit of God. “The fruit of the 
Spirit is ... joy.” And we can not have the fruit without the root. “The 
kingdom of God is ... joy in the Holy Ghost;” and “the kingdom of 
God is within you.” Therefore, the joy of the Lord in human life is 
only by the Holy Ghost. And “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength."BEST September 12, 1898, page 289.5 


Is the joy of the Lord your strength? Are you worn, and weary, and 
ready to faint? “The joy of the Lord is your strength;” and this comes 
only by the Holy Spirit. Have you received the Holy Ghost? “Ask, 
and it shall be given you.” “Receive ye the Holy Ghost."BEST 
September 12, 1898, page 292.1 


A. T. JONES. 
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September 19, 1898 


“How Shall We Know That the Bible Is the Word of God?” The Bible Echo 
13, 38, p. 298. 


ATJ 


THE Bible comes to men as the word of God. In every part it 
speaks to men as from God and upon the authority of God.BEST 
September 19, 1898, page 298.1 


But how shall men who do not know God know that it is the word of 
God? This is the question that thousands of people ask. They ask, 
“What proof is there, where is the evidence, that it is the word of 
God?”BEST September 19, 1898, page 298.2 


There is evidence,—evidence that is convincing and satisfactory. 
Where is it, then? Let us see.BEST September 19, 1898, page 
298.3 


Being the word of God, where could evidence be found that it is 
such? Where should we expect to find such evidence?BEST 
September 19, 1898, page 298.4 


Is there any one of greater knowledge than God, or of greater 
authority than He, of whom we may inquire?—Certainly not. For 
whoever God may be, there can be no higher authority, there can 
be none of greater knowledge.BEST September 19, 1898, page 
298.5 


Suppose, then, we were to ask God whether this is His word, and 
suppose He should tell us, in so many words, “The Bible is My 
word,” we should then have only His word for it BEST September 
19, 1898, page 298.6 


But we have already, over and over; so that even then we have no 
more evidence than we now have in abundance: and the evidence 
would be in nowise different; for it would be the evidence of His 
word, and that we already have.BEST September 19, 1898, page 
298.7 
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The word of God bears in itself the evidence that it is the word of 
God.BEST September 19, 1898, page 298.8 


It is impossible that it could be otherwise.BEST September 19, 
1898, page 298.9 


If God had never yet spoken a word to the human family, and 
should this day send a message to all people at once, and in their 
own native tongues, that word, being the word of God, would have 
to bear in itself the evidence of its being the word of God; for the 
people could not possibly inquire of any other, because there is no 
person whose knowledge or authority is equal to this. That word, 
though, bearing in itself the evidence of its being the word of God, 
all the people could obtain this evidence by accepting it as the word 
of God. Each one who did this would know that it was the word of 
God; for he would have the evidence in the word, and by accepting 
it, also in himself.BEST September 19, 1898, page 298.10 


This is precisely the position that the Bible occupies toward the 
people of this world. It comes as the word of God. As such, it must 
bear the evidence in itself; for there can be no higher, no better, 
evidence. Whoever receives it as the word of God receives in it and 
in himself the evidence that it is the word of God. And so it is 
written, “When ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, 
ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 7 
Thessalonians 2:13; Acts 17:12.,BEST September 19, 1898, page 
298.11 


And again: “A new commandment | write unto you, which thing is 
true in him and in you.” 1 John 2:8.BEST September 19, 1898, 
page 298.12 


And again: “My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me. If any 
man will [is willing to] do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether | speak of Myself.” John 7:76, 
17.BEST September 19, 1898, page 298.13 


Thus he who accepts the word as the word of God has the 
evidence that it is the word of God. He who will not accept the word 
can not have the evidence. In rejecting the word, he rejects the 
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evidences, because the evidence is in the word.BEST September 
19, 1898, page 298.14 


To make this yet plainer, if possible, especially to those who do not 
know that the Bible is the word of God, we may, for the sake of the 
case, suppose that the Bible were not the word of God, and that the 
God of the Bible were not the true God. Suppose, then, that we 
should find the true God, and ask him whether the Bible is the word 
of God; and suppose he should say, “It is not the word of God.” We 
should then have only his word; and the only way that we could 
know whether or not this answer were true would be by believing it, 
by accepting it as the word of God.BEST September 19, 1898, 
page 298.15 


So, then, the only possible way in which any person could surely 
know that the Bible is not the word of God would be by the word of 
God. And even though he had the word of God to this effect, the 
only way that he could be sure of it—the only evidence he could 
have—would be by believing that word.BEST September 19, 1898, 
page 298.16 


But there is no word of God that the Scriptures are not the word of 
God, while there is the word of God that the Scriptures are the word 
of God. That word of God bears in itself the evidence that it is the 
word of God; and every soul who will receive it as it is, will have the 
evidence. The evidence will be plain to him who believes the 
word.BEST September 19, 1898, page 298.17 


A. T. JONES. 
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October 3, 1898 
“Filled with the Holy Ghost” The Bible Echo 13, 40, p. 318. 


ATJ 


IN the time of the “early rain” of the gospel year, the believers were 
more than once “filled with the Holy Ghost.”BEST October 3, 1898, 
page 318.1 


On Pentecost “they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.BEST 
October 3, 1898, page 318.2 


There was in Jerusalem much, and powerful, opposition to the 
gospel and to the preaching of it.BEST October 3, 1898, page 
318.3 


Therefore “the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the 
Sadducees” arrested Peter and John, and “put them in hold."BEST 
October 3, 1898, page 318.4 


The next day Peter and John were brought before the national 
council, and were questioned as to what they had done.BEST 
October 3, 1898, page 318.5 


“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of 
the people, and elders of Israel,” etc. BEST October 3, 1898, page 
318.6 


However, the council, after inquiry and answer and consultation, let 
them go.BEST October 3, 1898, page 318.7 


“And being let go, they went to their own company,” and prayed. 
“And when they had prayed, ... they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.”BEST October 3, 1898, page 318.8 


We are in the “time of the latter rain,” when we are to ask for rain. 
The message of God now is, therefore, “Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost;” “Be filled with the Spirit."BEST October 3, 1898, page 318.9 


Have you received the Holy Ghost? Have you been filled with the 
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Spirit? If not, you are losing everything.SEST October 3, 1898, 
page 318.10 


But even thou you have received the Holy Ghost, even though you 
have been filled with the Spirit, please do not think for a moment 
that that is the end and all. Please do not settle back contentedly 
folding your hands and saying, Now | have got it, and that is 
all.,BEST October 3, 1898, page 318.11 


No; even to you the message still is, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
“Be filled with the Spirit.” There is more than one filling with the 
Spirit. Go on unto perfection. BEST October 3, 1898, page 318.12 


“Ask, and it shall be given you.” “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” “Be 
filled with the Spirit." BEST October 3, 1898, page 318.13 


A. T. JONES. 
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October 10, 1898 
“Believing the Word of God” The Bible Echo 13, 41, pp. 327, 328. 


ATJ 


ONE of the leading preachers of the United States has published a 
book on the “puzzling” books of the Bible, of which he has found 
seven. This book is written not so much to tell how puzzling these 
Bible books are to him, nor why their puzzling to him, as it is to 
make it appear to other people that these Bible books are puzzling 
books to them. Another thing that may be noted is that in this book 
he has dealt only with the books—old books—that are puzzling to 
him, and therefore, as a matter of course, are, or ought to be, 
puzzling to everybody else; he has not touched the particular 
passages or verses of the Bible, outside of the special books, which 
are puzzling.BEST October 10, 1898, page 327.1 


But why should even a preacher think that because certain books of 
the Bible are puzzling to him, this fact can be of so much 
importance to other people as to call for the publication of a book on 
it? Does it certainly follow that because something is puzzling to 
him, it must be puzzling to everybody else—especially as soon as it 
is known that it is puzzling to him?BEST October 10, 1898, page 
327.2 


Now the only possible way that any book, or any passage, of the 
Bible can be puzzling to anybody, is by his not believing it. And 
there are many things, even outside of the Bible, that puzzling to 
the person who does not believe them. The A B C’s are exceedingly 
puzzling to any man who does not believe them. And neither the 
Bible, nor any book or passage in the Bible, is any more puzzling to 
the person who believes it, than are the A B C’s to the person who 
believes them.BEST October 10, 1898, page 327.3 


But that is just the trouble with all these “critics,“—they do not 
believe the Bible, they do not accept it as the word of God. They are 
critics of the word of God, not believers of the word of God. They do 
not receive the word of God for what “it is in truth, the word of God.” 
They hold it off, and criticize it, and puzzle over it; and so it can not 
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work effectually in them, because they do not believe it.BEST 
October 10, 1898, page 327.4 


That they do not accept it as the word of God, even when they 
believe it to be true, is clear from this: Ever since 677 B.C. the Bible 
has said that “the captains of the host of the king of Assyria took 
Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon.” One of the critics have said that until lately 
“this passage have always been a stumbling-block to the critics.” 
And the only means by which it was ever a stumbling-block to the 
critics was solely because they did not believe it. BEST October 10, 
1898, page 327.5 


The stumbling-block that they found in this passage was in that it 
says that the Assyrians brought Manasseh to Babylon; while it was 
known that Nineveh was the capital of the kingdom of Assyria. The 
critics thought that it should have said that they brought Manasseh 
to Nineveh; and because it did not say what they thought, it was a 
stumbling-block.BEST October 10, 1898, page 327.6 


But what caused this passage to cease to be a stumbling-block?— 
Why, the records of Esar-haddon, who was then king of Assyria, 
were discovered; and these records told that Babylon was subdued 
and possessed by Assyria, and that Babylon was his residence in 
those years.BEST October 10, 1898, page 327.7 


But now the point,—they did not believe, before, that the passage 
told the truth, and of course did not believe it to be the word of God. 
Now, however, they admit that the passage tells, and always did 
tell, the exact truth; but why do they believe this now?—Not 
because it is the word of God, but only because of what Esar- 
haddon said. If they had not yet found these words of Esar-haddon, 
or others to the same effect, they would not yet believe that the 
passage tells the truth; it would still be to them a stumbling-block. 
Therefore, as they believed it now only on the authority of Esar- 
haddon, and not on the authority of God, it is perfectly plain that 
though they now believe it to be true, they do not so believe it 
because it is the word of God. The authority which they accept rest 
upon for the truth of the passage is the authority of a man, not of 
God.BEST October 10, 1898, page 327.8 
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And whoever accepts the word of God on the authority of a man, 
has only the word of the man; to him the word of God is only the 
word of the man: the word of the man is put above the word of God; 
the man is put in the place of God.BEST October 10, 1898, page 
327.9 


To the person who accepts the Bible as the word of God, that 
passage never was, and never could be, a stumbling-block. It was 
the truth. And it was the truth because it was the word of God. True, 
he might not be able to explain it to the critics, or even to himself; 
nevertheless, he knew that it was the truth; and he rested there. 
And now he is no more sure of the truth of that passage than he 
was before. Now he knows exactly how it was done; but that it was 
done, he knew as well before as now or ever, because he had the 
word of God for it, and “the word of our God shall stand forever.” A. 
T. JONES.BEST October 10, 1898, page 327.10 
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October 24, 1898 
“When’s and Why’s” The Bible Echo 13, 42, pp. 340, 341. 


ATJ 


WHEN the word of God speaks of the resurrection day as “the first 
day of the week,” and says that when that day came, “the Sabbath 
day according to the commandment” “was past,” why should 
anybody who has any respect for the word of God call that day the 
Sabbath? Luke 23:56; 24:1; Mark 16:1, 2.,BEST October 24, 1898, 
page 340.1 


When the word of God says that “the Sabbath day according to the 
commandment” was past before the resurrection day, the first day 
of the week, came at all, why should anybody who has any respect 
for the word of God say that the Sabbath was changed to the first 
day of the week?BEST October 24, 1898, page 340.2 


By reading Luke 24:1-37 and Mark 16:9-14, we learn that the 
disciples did not believe that Jesus had risen on that first-day, when 
the day was almost gone. It was nearly ten days later before 
Thomas was convinced that Jesus was indeed risen. John 20:24- 
28. Then why should Christian people say the disciples kept the 
first-day “from the resurrection of Christ’?BEST October 24, 1898, 
page 340.3 


When Paul held his meeting at Troas (Acis 20:7), on a First-day 
evening (corresponding to our Saturday night), why did Luke and 
his companions put in their time sailing the vessel to Assos, if the 
first day of the week had become a sacred day?BEST October 24, 
1898, page 340.4 


When there is not one command in the New Testament to regard 
the first day of the week as a sacred day, why do Christians 
observe it in the place of the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment?BEST October 24, 1898, page 340.5 


When there is not one passage of Scripture in the whole New 
Testament that in any way mentions the first day of the week as the 
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Sabbath in the Christian dispensation, why should the followers of 
Jesus call ita holy day?BEST October 24, 1898, page 340.6 


The majority of Christians who observe Sunday as a holy day keep 
it as a memorial of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Why should 
they do so when Bible baptism (immersion) was instituted as a 
memorial of that event? See Romans 6:1-3; Colossians 2:12.,BEST 
October 24, 1898, page 340.7 


In Revelation 1:10 John speaks of being “in the Spirit of the Lord’s 
day.” Why should any one assume that this was the first day of the 
week, when there is no scripture in the whole Bible that speaks of 
that day as the Lord’s day, and WHEN there are passages that 
speak of the Sabbath—the seventh day—by that term? See Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13; Mark 2:27, 28.,BEST October 24, 1898, page 
340.8 


When the Sabbath command is just as plain as any other 
commandment in the Bible, why should we not receive it just as we 
do the others? See Matthew 5:17-20.BEST October 24, 1898, page 
340.9 


When there is no record of a change of the Sabbath by Christ, who 
made the Sabbath, why should Christians seek to find a record of 
the change in early church history?BEST October 24, 1898, page 
340.10 


When the church at the time of the apostles had no more authority 
to change God’s law than at the present time, why should people 
say that the church of that time changed the Sabbath, the fourth 
commandment, and deny the right of the church of this time to 
change any other commandment of God?BEST October 24, 1898, 
page 341.1 


When Protestants claim that “the primitive church” could and did of 
right change the Sabbath, the fourth commandment, and when the 
church at Rome was of that primitive church, why should they (and 
how can they) deny the right of the later church, of which the church 
at Rome is a part, to change any part of the word of God that she 
may choose to change, when they admit that the church at Rome is 
still “a part of the true church,” and especially when the church at 
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Rome can show a direct descent from primitive time?BEST October 
24, 1898, page 341.2 


In short, when Protestants plant themselves on papal ground at the 
beginning, why should they not stay on it at the end? A. T. 
JONES.BEST October 24, 1898, page 341.3 
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November 21, 1898 
“A Religious Delusion” The Bible Echo 13, 47, p. 372. 


ATJ 


IN the columns of the daily press of this city [New York] recently, 
space was given to a description of “the impressive ceremony of the 
taking of the black veil” by sixteen young women, in the chapel of 
the convent of the “Sisters of St. Dominie,” Archbishop Corrigan 
officiating. By undergoing this “impressive ceremony” these young 
women are understood to have formally “renounced the world” and 
taken upon themselves the vows of a life of “charity.” This is but one 
of many similar occasions which are reported from time to time in all 
parts of the land.BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.1 


Let us look a moment at this idea of consecration and the religious 
life. BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.2 


These young women have withdrawn themselves from all social 
intercourse with their fellow-beings in the world. They have really 
renounced their fellow-mortals. Is this renouncing the world?BEST 
November 21, 1898, page 372.3 


Certainly not. The world cannot be renounced in that way. 
Worldliness is in the heart—in the principles of the life. The 
principles of the world, not the people, are to be renounced.BEST 
November 21, 1898, page 372.4 


A person may separate himself from all his sinful fellow-mortals, as 
did the old hermits, and yet carry with him into his seclusion, as 
they did, the very worldliness which they think thus to escape. For 
worldliness, full and complete, is in every heart that is carnal, 
unrenewed by the power of divine grace. BEST November 217, 1898, 
page 372.5 


To “renounce the world” by going off into the seclusion of the 
convent or monastery, is like a person trying to escape from his 
own shadow. The one is exactly as wise a proceeding as the 
other. BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.6 
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And this separation from human society is not only powerless to 
promote consecration; it is altogether contrary to the will and 
purpose of the Creator. BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.7 


God put people in this world to be together. He knew the nature of 
the beings whom he created, and knew that society was necessary 
to their welfare. He brings people into this world for their happiness, 
to enjoy themselves together, not to be miserable somewhere in 
seclusion. But aside from the enjoyment to be derived from human 
companionship, he puts people together for their spiritual good. His 
own work in the earth—the proclamation of the gospel truth—so far 
from demanding the exclusion of its adherents, demands the exact 
opposite. God’s servants are the “salt of the earth;” and to be this 
they must be in the world, mingling freely with all classes of society, 
and with world-loving people especially. God sends his servants to 
sinners, not away from them.BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.8 


A ship is built to go in the water. There is danger that the water may 
get into the ship, and if it does, in sufficient quantities, the ship sinks 
and is lost. The ship at sea is in the very element, all surrounded by 
it, which under certain circumstances will prove its sure destruction. 
There may be a collision, or the ship may run on a reef, or be 
shattered by a storm, and in any of these ways become filled with 
water and sent to the bottom of the sea. Ships are being lost by 
such casualties all the time. The sea is the one great agent of their 
destruction.BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.9 


What, then, shall be done to preserve the ship? Oh, we will pull it up 
out of the sea upon the dry land; we will put it where the water 
cannot get to it! Or, we will seclude it in some quiet undisturbed 
creek or inlet along the shore, where the perils of the sea can never 
reach it! That would save the ship from the sea, and also render it 
useless; but even the seclusion of the convent cannot save a soul 
from the world.BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.10 


The idea that consecration, that holiness of life, requires the 
renunciation of society, a life of celibacy, and the sombre garb of 
the convent, is as contrary to the truth as anything could possibly 
be. It is a travesty upon divine truth, and designed as such by the 
opponent of truth who invented it. Robert Ingersoll has uttered 
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many falsehoods concerning religion; but he spoke the truth, the 
gospel truth, in saying that the mother with her babe presented a far 
nobler and holier picture than the nun with her cross and 
beads.BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.11 


Jesus said, in his prayer for His disciples, “I pray not that Thou 
wouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou wouldest keep 
them from the evil.” The grace of God keeps His children from evil 
in the midst of the world. As the channels of divine light and truth to 
the world, the world is their proper place. When God wants them 
removed from the society of sinners He is coming Himself to take 
them away. But now, while probation for the world continues, he 
wants them in the world and amongst world lovers as His 
witnesses, witnessing by their words and lives to His power to save 
people from sin, simply by a change of heart—by a new birth, a new 
creation in Christ. BEST November 21, 1898, page 372.12 


The “sisterhoods” and “brotherhoods” which are gotten up in this 
world in the name of religion, with their vows and regulations which 
set at defiance the laws of nature in order to save the soul, are a 
sham and a delusion. They represent the worldly and heathen idea 
of consecration. They are contrary to God and to nature, to 
revelation and to reason. They lead only to wretchedness and ruin. 
True happiness, true religion, true charity and holiness, and true 
success in life, can be found only in the order of life which God has 
established.—American SentineLBEST November 21, 1898, page 
BI213 
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